	
	Canadian Society

Sociology 310 101


Class time: 
 Monday and Wednesdays 12:30 - 14:00pm
Location: 
      ONLINE
Instructors:
Rima Wilkes



Email:
wilkesr@mail.ubc.ca
Office Hours: During class time I will be available– please email me.  I am also happy to call you on the phone. Please email me at other times too if you need anything or want to talk with me on the phone!
Marker: Ryan Stillwagon 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to the class! What kind of society is Canada? We certainly like to think that we are nice. This course provides a critical and comprehensive overview and sociological perspective on Canadian society both past and present.  The topics this term are designed to challenge common-sense notions about Canadian society. The course is organized along four key learning modules: Canada-U.S., Canada and Indigenous Nations, Immigration and multiculturalism, and Class and Poverty. Among the questions we will consider are:  What does it mean to be Canadian? What are the specific rights of Indigenous peoples and how have Indigenous peoples mobilized to assert and protect those rights? What is Canada’s immigration policy and what does it say about Canadian identity?  Does Canada have a unique welfare state?  It is threatened?  The goal is to learn the analytic tools necessary in order to begin to examine and critically assess these important aspects of Canadian Society. The texts have been selected to illustrate key concepts and, most importantly, to stimulate your interest in Canada!  

Course Learning Objectives: (what you are expected to learn)

Learning Objective 1: Developing your ability to make the comparison between Canada and the United States 
Classes: Canada-U.S. comparisons
Reading: no readings.. we’re just getting started!

Learning Objective 2: Cultivating a critical understanding of the relationship between Canada and Indigenous Nations 
Classes: Rights and treaties, residential schools, resistance

Readings:

1.  Voyageur, Cora. 2011. "Out in the Open: Elected Female Leadership in Canada's First Nations Community." Canadian Review of Sociology/Revue canadienne de sociologie 48.1 (2011): 67-85.

2. Logan, Tricia. 2018.  “Questions of Privacy and Confidentiality after Atrocity: Collecting and Retaining Records of the Residential School System in Canada.” Genocide Studies International. 12: 92-102.
3. Battiste, Marie and James (Sa’ke’j) Youngblood Henderson. 2018. “Compulsory Schooling and Cognitive Imperialism: A Case for Cognitive Justice and Reconciliation with Indigenous People.” The Palgrave Handbook of Education Law for Schools 567-583.
4. Gaudry, Adam, and Danielle Lorenz. "Indigenization as inclusion, reconciliation, and decolonization: Navigating the different visions for indigenizing the Canadian Academy." AlterNative: An International Journal of Indigenous Peoples 14, no. 3 (2018): 218-227.
5, Gaudry, Adam. "Is Elevating Sir John A. Macdonald Really Worth It? Hitting the Reset Button on Canada's Founding Narrative in the Classroom." Canadian Social Studies 49, no. 1 (2017): 7-10.

Learning Objective 3: Expanding your knowledge of immigration processes in Canada 
Classes: History and Policies, multiculturalism, Chinese migration
Readings:

1. Pottie-Sherman, Yolande and Rima Wilkes. 2015. “Visual media and the construction 
            of the benign Canadian border on National Geographic’s Border Security” Social and

            Cultural Geography. 1-20. DOI:10.1080/14649365.2015.1042400

2. Satzewich, Vic. "Canadian Visa Officers and the Social Construction of “Real” Spousal Relationships." Canadian Review of Sociology/Revue canadienne de sociologie 51.1 (2014): 1-21.
3. Yu, Henry “Global Migrants and the New Pacific” available at: http://www.history.ubc.ca/documents/faculty/Yu_APF_essay.pdf
4. Creese, Gillian and Edith Ngene Kambere 2003. “What Colour is Your English?”  Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology. 40: 565-573. 
5. Wilkes, Rima. "Does Reconciliation and Racial Justice Necessitate a Struggle against White Supremacy?." Canadian Review of Sociology/Revue canadienne de sociologie 57, no. 1 (2020): 147-168.
Learning Objective 4:  To develop an awareness of Canada as a class-based society 
Classes: Income inequality, poverty and the welfare state, regional poverty, special topics

Readings: NONE!!!
How to find the readings
Option 1: you can find the journal on the UBC library website

Option 2: go through Google Scholar: if you go to indexes and databases on the UBC library website and login and type in the title the article (and pdf) should pop up.

Please email me if you have trouble finding any particular reading and I will help you.

Course Requirements:
Personal Connection
Also years of experience have taught me that students learn better and are more motivated when they have a personal connection with the instructor. So let’s do this!!! I strongly encourage you to have at least 1 phone call or zoom meeting with me during the term. We can talk about anything you like!  If you have no idea what we would talk about no worries. Just tell me you are shy.
Grading Summary
The main evaluation tool is designed to make sure that you keep up with the course material on a weekly basis!!! Trust me you will appreciate this towards the end of the term!!!
15 Reading and video summaries ---------60% (GROUP WORK: 10 are worth 5% each, 5 are worth 2% each.  The handout that you will need to fill out will be posted. These are due at the end of class on the day specified. Class time is dedicated for you to complete this work.  You can work in a group or on your own. If you want to work in a smaller group that is also fine. INDIVIDUALS: If you cannot attend discussion during class time and wish to pass this in on an individual basis that is also fine with me.  You can also do the work on your own, especially if you are in a different time zone or have work or other family responsibilities. You are welcome to alternative between group work and individual work the only issue is that you must get the work passed in on time.

Responsibility as a group member: You need to show up prepared.  While some may have a better understanding than others (that is fine) it is not ok to not work hard and to do your share.  It is not reasonable to expect others to “carry” the workload. If you are showing up unprepared you may find that other group members decide to do the work on their own (which is also fine).

Every group member should also keep a copy of the summary for study use for the final exam.

Grading: For each reading I will expect a summary you will be given a grade depending on the quality of your summary – a minimum word count for the summary will be provided)… (you can do this in groups during assigned class time).   There will be 16 class discussion groups and you can sign up for any group you like.  The discussion group members will all get the same grade on the reading summary. 

DUE DATES and TIMES: NOTE.  Reading summaries will be due at the end of class on the day listed.  If you are in a different time zone IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to figure out how to get it in on time.  LATE Reading summaries will not be accepted so if you think you will get busy at a particular point in the term it might be good to get some of the readings done ahead of time!!!!!

Canada and the United States
Handout 1 (2%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on September 16
Canada and the Indigenous Nations
Handout 2 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on September 21
Handout 3 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on September 23
Handout 4 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on September 28
Handout 5 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on October 5
Handout 6 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on October 7

Canada and Immigration
Handout 7 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on October 19

Handout 8 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on October 21
Handout 9 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on October 26
Handout 10 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on November 2
Handout 11 (5%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on November 4
Canada and Special Topics (Class and Others
Handout 12 (2%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on November 9
Handout 13 (2%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on November 16
Handout 14 (2%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on November 18
Handout 15 (2%)…. Due at the end of class (2pm PST) on November 25
Grading.  Although there are several questions on your handout you will not receive maximum points for answers that focus on content only. This will get you an average grade.  Answers that will receive higher grades need to demonstrate originality of thought, mastery (rather than competency) of the material.  The difference between description and synthesis and analysis. Your answers should be thoughtful, engaging and impressive.  If you need help with this please come and talk to me about this during office hours!!!
Note. There will be no re-marking of the summaries and/or discussion of the grades given.  They will not be returned but if you are particularly concerned we will be able to tell you which questions you lost marks on or if it was an overall issue (e.g. the overall quality of the handout was high or low). Please remind yourself that each assignment is worth a very small amount of your overall grade. That said at the end of the term, in order to ensure that your work best reflects your capacity I will drop your lowest grade and give you an average of the better grades (if it was one of the 5 points it will be an average of the remaining 5 points summaries).  This would also mean that you could miss one discussion group session without penalty.
Reminder!!!Every group member should also keep a copy of the summary for study use for the final exam.

Winter Examination------------ 40% (Exam period TBA) (The winter exam will cover the readings and all in class material – videos, films and readings).  It will be open book but you will only be allowed 2 hours to complete it.  If you are living outside of Canada please let me know at least one month in advance of the exam and we will arrange something.

Plagiarism
Buying papers, hiring or getting someone else to write or to “help” you with your work is plagiarism and academic misconduct. No one else should be looking at your work except the group work.  Copying the work from other groups or other individuals is also plagiarism.
Please see the following Web site on Academic Integrity in the Faculty of Arts (URL: http://www.arts.ubc.ca/index.php?id=89).  

Notes: Due to copyright restrictions the slides I send you do not contain the images.
CLASS SCHEDULE/ READING LIST

	DATE
	TOPIC
	 STUDENT VIEWING/READING 

	Sept 9
	Introduction to the course
	Before or in class: watch video 1 (no discussion group) 
Dr. Wilkes (you can also call me Rima) available in class for any questions etc. just email me or chat or call etc.
In class: I will make an announcement online to say hi. form groups and get to know each other- Meet your group members.  Figure out a way that you will work together from now on.  If you have trouble please email me and I will call you!!! Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Learning Objective 1:
Developing your ability to make the comparison between Canada and the United States 

	Sept 14

	Canada-U.S. comparisons

	Before class: watch videos 
In class: form groups - Meet your group members Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Sept 16
	How to “read” an academic article

Canada-U.S. comparisons


	Before class: watch videos

In class: group work on discussion handout #1 due at the end of class by 2pm: (2%) (videos only) (students unable to attend during class time still have to make sure to pass this in at the end of class) Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Learning Objective 2: 

Cultivating a critical understanding of the relationship between Canada and Indigenous Nations

	Sept 21
	Identity, Rights and Treaties


	Before class:  watch videos; read Voyageur article
In class: group discussion handout #2 due at end of class  by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Sept 23
	Rights and Treaties


	Before class: watch video, read Logan article

In class: in class discussion and handout #3 due by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Sept 28
	Residential Schools


	Before class: watch videos, read Battiste and Youngblood Henderson
In class: in class-discussion and handout #4 due  by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Sept 30
	Resistance 


	Before class: watch videos 
In class: no in class work today 
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Oct 5
	Film
	Before class: watch video, read Gaudry and Lorenz
In class: in class discussion and handout #5 due by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Oct 7
	Renewal
	Before class: watch videos, read Gaudry

In class: in class discussion and handout #6 due by 2pm  (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Oct 12
	(NO class due to holiday)
	

	Oct 14
	TBA
	Before class: watch video

In class: no in-class work today 
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Learning Objective 3: 

Expanding your knowledge of immigration processes in Canada

	Oct 19
	History and policies

	Before class: watch video, read Pottie-Sherman and Wilkes
In class: in class discussion and handout #7 by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Oct 21 
	History and policies
	Before class: watch video, read Satzewich
In class: in class discussion handout #8 by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Oct 26
	Multiculturalism
	Before class: watch videos; read Wilkes
In class: in class discussion handout #9 by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Oct 28
	No video
	Before class: no work this week!

No discussion group
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Nov 2
	Minority- Majority: Chinese in Canada
	Before class: watch videos, read Yu

In class: in discussion and handout #10 by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Nov 4
	Minority-Minority: Black in Canada
	Before class: watch videos; read Creese and Kambere 
In class: in class discussion and handout #11 by 2pm (5%) (videos and reading)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.


	Learning Objective 4: 

To develop an awareness of Canada as a class-based society (and some other topics!)

	Nov 9
	Income inequality


	Before class: Watch videos
In class: in class discussion and handout #12 by 2pm (2%) (videos only)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Nov 11
	NO CLASS (Remembrance day) 
	

	Nov 16
	Poverty and the welfare state
	Before class: watch video s
In class: in class discussion and handout #13 by 2pm (2%) (videos only)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Nov 18
	Social Media/ New Technology

	Before class: watch videos
In class: handout discussion #14 by 2pm (2%) (videos only)
Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Nov 23
	Quebec


	Before class: watch videos
In class: no in class work 

Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Nov 25
	Ethics
	Before class: watch videos
In class: handout discussion #15 by 2pm (2%) (videos only)

Dr. Wilkes available in class

	Conclusion to the class! 

	Nov 30
	Review for Final Exam
	Before class: watch videos

Dr. Wilkes available in class.

	Dec 2
	Additional Office hours
	Additional Office hours

	WINTER EXAM

(Scheduled by the Registrar)


THAT’s ALL FOLKS: I HOPE YOU HAVE A WONDERFUL TERM AND ENJOY LEARNING ABOUT CANADIAN SOCIETY!!!
6

